Automatic chart reader--an example of computer systems for patients' data interpretation.
A new approach to the processing of circular medical charts based on "odd symmetry digital subtraction" is presented. The technique allows automatic digitisation of these charts using an image processing system based on a flat bed scanner. This approach is simple, fast, and reliable; and provides a system in which the digitised image is processed by a microcomputer to extract and quantify the plotted information. The main features and the potential applications of this approach in medical and nonmedical fields are discussed.